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which, at the moment, has turned to sciatica. However, this
does not prevent my walking; not veiy well, though, so that
I am forced to have a little mule to tide upon occasions. 1
think that the King would laugh if he saw me on it, looking
so exactly like the Marechal de Cosse.87 But if one goes on
living, one must grow old, and truly one is very lucky not
to feel it more. You have to ride in a cariying chair, / upon
a mule, because I like to travel farther than you do. Tell me
that I shall be welcome when I return." ss

At length her task was accomplished; peace had been
created for a time in Guienne, Languedoc, Provence4, and
Dauphine. But scarcely had she returned with a joyiul heait
to Pans when similar troubles began in the north, and slv
had to set forth again on a journey in December into Picanly;
where also she succeeded for a time in averting war.

But the two religious parties had not 3ret leaint to live at
peace together. Their adherents could never refrain for long
from insulting each other's religion, thereby provoking brawls
which quickly developed into open war, and in this conduct
the Protestants were not a whit behind their opponents, \\hile
they had always a strong tendency to invoke foreign aid, a
course which enlisted against them every one who had a
patriotic feeling for France. As before, therefore, this inherent
animosity again produced its natural result, and in March
1580 the Seventh Religious War began. After continuing for
eight months this war was brought to an end in November
by the Peace of Fleix, the terms of which were almost exactly
the same as the agreement which Catherine had got the two
parties to sign at Nerac.

This peace, joined to the exhausted state of France, created
by wars which had continued almost incessantly for fourteen
years, now caused a cessation of the contest for four years
(1581-1585); though during these years there were from
time to time local conflicts in different parts of France, while
the state of general disorder into which the country had been